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AAs firefighting agen-
cies gear up in pre -
paration of a hot

summer, Chair   woman Pam
Slater-Price secured an ad -
ditional $5 million in one-
time money to help San Diego
County combat deadly wild-
fire.

In June, the Board of Su -
per visors agreed to add $5
million to address firefight-
ing needs outlined in a re -
cent study of the region’s firefighting capabilities.
Recommendations included streamlining dispatch op -
erations, building 14 new fire stations to be built by
the cities, and consolidating fire agencies. The San
Diego County Fire Authority spends $15.5 million
annualy to protect 1.5 million acres in the unincorpo-
rated areas.

“Catastrophic wildfires will not wait for us to im -
plement the important suggestions from the fire de -
ployment study,” explained Chairwoman Slater-Price,
who proposed the funding change with Vice Chairman
Bill Horn. “We must act now. In San Diego County, fire
protection is not a luxury - it is an absolute necessity.”

The funds became available when the Board of Su -
pervisors reduced funding for the Neigh bor hood Re -
investment Program in half.                 See FIRE/Page 4

Slater-Price Helps Fund Fire Safety

The Sun Rise helicopter can be used to fight wildfire with the addition of either a 400- or 2,500-gallon water tank.

Taxpayers Association Salutes Board of Supervisors
Chairwoman Pam Slater-Price (left) holds the
Regional Golden Watchdog Award presented
by President Lani Lutar of the San Diego
County Taxpayers Associ at ion. Joining Chair -
woman Slater-Price in re ceiving the honor
were Supervisors Di anne Jacob and Greg
Cox. The five su per visors (right) show the
award, which saluted their fiscal prudence for
setting aside funding over a five-year period to
build the new Medical Examiner’s Office and
Forensics Center, saving county taxpayers
about $140 million in interest payments. The
facility was completed on time and under
budget, saving taxpayers another $12 million.

Supervisors Restrict Locations
Of Medicinal Marijuana Stores
SSixteen well-regulated locations in the unincorporated areas of San

Diego County are now ap proved for medical marijuana dispensaries,
following a late June vote by the Board of Supervisors which

approved the potential sites, 4-1.
A dispensary cannot be located within 1,000 feet of residences, schools,

churches, parks or another dispensary. Supervisors rejected a proposal  by the
county Planning Commission calling for 500- to 600-foot buffers. An appli-
cant must also pay for a license and inspections by the Sheriff’s Department,
which are estimated to cost about $20,000 per dispensary.

“We wanted to protect residents, including children, while abiding by the
will of the voters who passed the proposition legalizing these dispensaries,”
explained Chairwoman Pam Slater-Price.

She Leads Effort To
Secure $5 Million
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FF
or many of the more than 200,000 military families in
San Diego County, Christmas is an incomplete holi-
day, especially when one family member is serving in

harm’s way. To help these families, “Christmas” is celebrat-
ed on June 25 - exactly six months later - thanks to the staff
and volunteers at the Armed Services YMCA.

More than 600 families attended this year’s celebration, the
4th annual Christmas You Missed at the Murphy Canyon
Youth Center in Tierrasanta. Military families gave presents
to their children, sang holiday carols and decorated
Christmas trees, all the while creating new holiday memo-
ries that will last a lifetime.

A $5,000 Neighborhood Reinvestment Grant to the Armed
Services YMCA offset some of the costs for the event. Toys
for Tots handed out more than 600 toys to the children.

In addition, Chairwoman Pam Slater-Price issued custom
birth certificates to families welcoming new “additions.”
Thirteen families had a baby born while a parent was
deployed during 2009.

CHRISTMAS IN JUNE ... WITH SMILES

In addition to kicking
off this year’s Aging
Summit (left), Chair-
woman Pam Slater-
Price personally
demonstrated the
importance of being
vaccinated when
she received her
inoculations for the
H1N1 flu (right) from
a public health
nurse.
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One hundred supporters
(above right) attended the Sa-
turday reopening of the historic
Sikes Adobe in the San Die-
guito River Park. Cutting the ceremoni-
al ribbon are (above left), Ione Stiegler,
AIA, historic preservation architect with
IS Architecture, Chairwoman Pam
Slater-Price, Mayor Richard Earnest of
the City of Del Mar and chair of the San
Dieguito River Park JPA, and Mayor
Lori Holt-Pfeiler and Councilwoman
Olga Diaz of the City of Escondido. The
adobe was occupied between 1869 and
1899 by the Sikes family, of which sev-
eral descendants attended the ceremo-
ny, and offers an example of pioneer life
in San Diego County when California
first became a state. The adobe burned
during the 2007 wildfire; reconstruction
began two years later. Chairwoman
Slater-Price had her photograph taken
with Boy Scout Troop 649, The Rat-
tlesnake Patrol (right). Amanda Karg
(left) showed off the period clothing.

Clerk of the Board Thomas Pastuzka (above)
describes the photographs of the newly remod-
eled rooms at the historic County Administrative
Center to Chairwoman Slater-Price. Once used
to house computer equipment, the Bayside
Rooms (right) now are equipped for meetings,
trainings and other activities.

Helping promote a healthier
planet and work environment
led Qualcomm to be award-
ed the Supervisor Pam
Slater-Price Sustainability
Award (left), presented by
San Diego Earthworks. Rep-
resenting Qualcomm were
Gail Welch, senior manager
of sustainability, and Terry

Guiney, senior director of
business services. Join-
ing Chairwoman Slater-
Price after the ceremony
were Marshall Merrifeld
and Allison Trattner.
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The Staff of Supervisor Pam Slater-Price

AROUND THE THIRD DISTRICT

• John Weil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chief of Staff
• Sachiko Kohatsu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Land Use
• Mark Olson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Budget & Finance
• Jill Monroe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Health
• Erica Holloway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Media
• Adam Kaye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Community Services
• Anne-Marie Jewel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Scheduling
• Frances Porter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Receptionist
• Dennis C. Lhota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Newsletter

Contact us at: (619) 531-5533
(800) 852-7334

Write us at: 1600 Pacific Highway, Room 335
San Diego, CA 92101

Website: www.pamslater.com
E-mail: pam.slater@sdcounty.ca.gov
E-Slate: E-Slate_editor@roadrunner.com
Twitter: @PamSlaterPrice

FIRE
Continued from Page 1

In approving the funding, the Board of
Supervisors directed the Chief Administrat-
ive Officer to determine the most appropri-
ate use of the funds to improve fire protec-
tion based on the CitygateAssociates report.

The last major wildfire that struck San
Diego County occurred in October 2007
when Santa Ana winds pushed 100-foot-tall
flames across the region, destroying more
than 1,500 homes, forcing the evacuation of
hundreds of thousands of residents and char-
ring a half-million acres. Nine fatalities were
related to the wildfire.

“There have been 115 brush fires in San
Diego County just this year,” said Chair-
woman Slater-Price. “And the heat of sum-
mer has yet to arrive. We had a lot of rain
this year, which means there is a lot of brush
that will burn. As the days grow hotter and
drier, the risk of wildfire grows. Add Santa
Ana winds and you have an explosive com-
bination of elements.

“We must be prepared if we want to
avoid a repeat of 2007. Earmarking the $5
million for improved fire protection is an-
other step in the regional firefighting strate-
gy. We have to protect the residents and
property of San Diego County.”

Supporters of the San Elijo Lagoon listen to the latest plans and alternatives for restoration of the
wetlands. More than 700 species of plants and animals, some endangered, call the 1,000-acre
preserve their home. The San Elijo Lagoon Ecological Reserve has six distinct plant communities.
The foundation supports the non-profit’s mission of “preserving, protecting and enhancing” the
lagoon and its watershed. The presentation updated the foundation’s major donors.

Chairwoman Pam Slater-Price chats
with members of the San Diego Reg-
ional Chamber of Commerce. About 100
people turned out to meet with Chair-
woman Slater-Price and San Diego
Mayor Jerry Sanders. Chairwoman
Slater-Price explained the functions of
county government, detailed the coun-
ty’s fiscal situation, and answered ques-
tions from the audience.
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